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SURREY THEATRE. 

Tue series of farewell performances now being 
given by Messrs Shepherd and Creswick as lessees 
of this establishment is now fast coming to an 
end ; and their interest naturally increases. On 
Saturday evening Mr Creswick appeared as 
Richard III., thus sustaining the pretensions of 
the house “as a temple of art from which the 
“legitimate” drama is not expelled. The im- 
personation was a very fine one. It was calm, in- 
telligent, and discriminating. It was most com- 
mendably free from rant. On the whole, it was 
admirably read. The significances of the 
character were cleverly apprehended and power- 
fully depicted. Mr Creswick was greatly ap- 
plauded by one of the most densely-packed 
audiences we ever saw in a Surrey theatre, and 
he was called at the end of every act. ‘* The 
Flower Girl” is announced for Tuesday evening. 


——____—$—_—__—— 
ALEXANDRA. 

So great has been the popularity of Mr 
Giovannelli’s summer gardens no new piece has 
been required to satisfy the demands of his 
patrons. The varied attractions of the grounds 
and the excellence of Mr Isaacson’s band in the 
large hall, with the performance of a few farces 
in the theatre have sufficed to make the gardens 
one of the most attractive London scenes of 
amusement. On Monday, however, Mr J. T. 
Douglass’ capital drama of “ The Assassins of the 
Roadside Inn” wasrevived, in which Mr G. Taylor 
made his re-appearance as Robert Macaire. Mr 
Taylor was warmly welcomed and acted the part 
of the robber with admirable effrontery and nerve. 
Mr Giovannelli was a most timid and woebegone 
Jacques Strop. Many a hearty laugh was pro- 
voked by his assumption of imbecility and 
cowardice. Mr Clingan Jones was Pierre. ‘The 
piece was well received. Amongst the latest ad- 
ditions to the dance music is an effective piece 
called the ‘*Storm Dance,” which has _ been 
arranged with some effect by the proprietor. 

— ee 


In the stomach ofa bream caught in Dalkey 
Sound the other day, was discovered a silver 
penny of the reign of King John. 





BIRKBECK INSTITUTION. 

UNTIL recently amateurs seldom thought of 
essaying anything besides Hamlet, Richard III., 
Othello, and a few other equally important 
characters ; but now they as sedulously eschew 
the works of the immortal bard, contenting 
themselves with performing farces, modern 
three-act comedies and domestic dramas. The 
opportunity, therefore, of seeing the Birkbeck 
amateurs in a Shakespearian drama attracted a 
numerous auditory to Southampton—buildings 
on Wednesday last. In producing “ The Mer- 
chant of Venice” upon the rude stage at the 
Birkbeck Institution without the aid of scenic 
accessories, the managers of the elocution class 
must have had innumerable difficulties to sur- 
mount; all honour to them, therefore, for the 
complete manner in which it was represented. 
To obtain time for the arrangement of the trial 
scene, &c., the play was divided into seven acts. 
Mr Carter as Shylock hissed his *s’s” to an 
absurd extent, and did not in the slightest degree 
attempt by sound or style to represent a Jew ; 
had Shylock been a Gentile, Mr Carter’s acting 
would have merited praise ; in the trial scene 
it was cleverly impassioned. The parts of 
Bassanio, Gratiano, Antonio, and Lorenzo were 
fairly played by Messrs Douglas, Nobbs, Parry, 
and Wheatcroft; Mr E. Brown was mirth- 
provoking as Launcelot Gobbo; and the gentle- 
men who performed the mivor characters were 
thoroughly conversant with the text. In con- 
sequence of the unavoidable absence of Mr 
Garland, the partof the Duke of Venice was 
undertaken by Mr Saunders, The amateurs 
were assisted by Miss Berkeley as Portia, Miss 
Beville as Nerissa, and Miss Clara Carter, a 
pretty little lady, with a remarkably childish 
voice, as the gentle Jessica. The perruquier 
and costumier had done their tasks well, and 
the curtain fell amidst thunders of applause. 


—_—_—————_—— 

Miss Hughes secedes from the Charing Crosse 
Theatre, and hasbeen engaged 5 Sefton Parry 
to appear as Honor Malloy, in Mr T. W. Robert- 
son’s successful comedy of ‘*The Breach of 
Promise.” 
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THEATRE ROYAL, EDINBURGH. 

Tne Haymarket company performed here for 
six nights, their engagement terminating last 
Saturday. During their short sojourn they were 
most enthusiastically received by overwhelming 
audiences. Miss Madge Robertson was par- 
ticularly good in Lady Teazle and 1n Rosalind, 
introducing in the latter with great effact the 
“Cuckoo Song,” which of late years other 
actresses have omitted. In the ** School for 
Scandal,” however, we question the correctness 
of introducing in any way the song of “ An old 
man will never do for me.” Mrs Chippendale 
was magnificent in Mrs Candour and Mrs Mala- 
prop, and her husband was not less admired 
for his personation of Sir Anthony Absolute 
and Sir Peter Teazle. He essayed also Malvolio 
in * Twelfth Night.” It was a very peculiar 
and very original piece of acting, Mr Kendal 
was great as Charles Surface, and as My Lord 
Duke in “* High Life Below Stairs,” in which 
latter character he introduced, with Miss Fanny 
Wright, a capital burlesque of the Garotte. 
Mr Howe is entitled to commendation for bis 
Joseph Surface, his Jacquez, and bis Lovel in 
“ High Life Below Stairs.” Mr Braid as Philip 
also deserves some praise, and Miss Fanny 
Wright’s Kitty must be favourably accorded. 
We pass over the several excellent personations 
of Miss C. Hill, Miss Fanny Guyer, and Mrs 
Fitzwilliam as being so numerous we cannot 
afford room for detail, And we want words 
sufficient in so smalla space to express the 
impression we have formed of the reviving 
powers of Mr John Baldwin Buekstone, and of 
his aptness to express in a forcible and artistic 
manner the more delicate tints in his delineation 
of Sir Benjamin Backbite, Sir Audrew Ague- 
cheek, and Sir Harry. As time gets older he 
seems to improve upon these characters, Now 
last but not least comes Compton, whose 
Clown in “ As You Like It” is a perfect master- 
piece, and there is little occasion to praise him 
in his other characters, which are all marked 
by the originality of true genius. 

Mdlle Beatrice is the star now at the ascen- 
dant in this theatre. 

FRA DIAVOLO. 


eR 
POPULAR ACTORS.—IV. 
MOLIERE. 

The illustrious comic dramatist of France was 
also an actor, and it is chiefly in this capacity 
that we are now about to speak of him. 

Jean Baptiste Poquelin, (his real name) was 
born in Paris Jan. 15, 1622. His father was 
upholsterer to Louis XIII. Young Poquelin, at 
14, knew little more than how to read and write, 
but imbibed a taste for the drama by frequenting 
the theatre at the hotel de Bourgogne. Ie was 
sent tothe Jesuit’s College, at Clermont. His 
father becoming infirm, he officiated for him, and 
attended Louis XIII. to Narbonne in 1641. On 
his return to Paris his passion for the theatre re- 
vived, and he joined a company near St Ge main, 
assuwed the name of Moliere, composed s veral 
comic pieces, and played in them. In 1653, we 
find him in Languedoc, at the head of a troupe, 
invited by the prince de Conti. In this company 
was Madeleine Bejard, whose daughter became 








Moliere’s wife. In the same year he went to 
Lyons, and produced his first comedy in verse, 
‘“ L’Etourdi.” At Beziers he performed “ Le 
Dépit Amoureux.” Thence he went to Grenoble 
and Rouen, and was introduced to court by his 
friend the Prince de Conti, in 1658. He openeda 
theatre in Paris, in the guard-chamber of the Old 
Louvre. He opened the old Palais Royal theatre 
in that year. Next year he brought out his 
“Precieuses Ridicules,” one of his most successful 
satires on the female sex. In 1660 “ Le Cocu 
Imaginaire,” followed in 1661 by ‘‘ Don Garcie 
de Navarre,” were produced. The latter was not 
successful, but his next piece, ‘* L’Ecole des 
Maris,” was eminently so. ‘ Les Facheux” ex- 
hibited all the bores of the period concentrated 
in one short comedy. Next year appeared 
“ L’Ecole des Femmes;” from the heroine, Agnes, 
Wycherley took his Mrs Pinchwife in the 
**Country Girl,” altered by Garrick into the 
Country Wife.” 

The king now granted him a pension of 1000 
livres, and he married Armande Bejard, a little 
coquette of 17, who kept him in all the agonies 
of jealousy. To relieve himself from fretting he 
laboured hard at his pen. The king engaged his 
company for his own service, gave them a pension 
of 7000 livres, and dubbed them “ la Troupe du 
Roi.” _Fielding’s “‘ Mock Doctor” was taken 
from “* Le Medecin malgre lui,” produced with 
the ‘ Misanthrope”? during the great fire of 
London. Six years after this, and after he had 
written his celebrated ‘ Tartuffe” (which our 
“Hypocrite” strongly resembles), his ‘* Georges 
Dandin,” his ‘ Bourgeois Gentilhomme,” and his 
‘*Femmes Savantes,” from which comedy Colley 
Cibber moulded his play of “The Refusal,” he 
became reconciled to his wife (whose faults were 
not ineradicable), and. quitted a milk diet for 
animal food. This increased his complaint (in- 
flammation of the chest), but he laboured at ‘ Le 
Malade Imaginaire ” (produced next year), and 
on the third day of its representation, Moliere, 
anything but a hypochondriac, felt the pain in 
his chest increased, and his wife, and Baron, 
the great actor, tried to dissuade him from play- 
ing. ‘Their efforts were vain, and whilst acting 
Argan, aconvulsion seized bim; blood flowed 
from his mouth in such abundance as to suffocate 
him. He died Feb. 17, 1673, aged 52. The 
rites of sepulture were at first refused to him, but 
Louis XIII. prevailing on the Archbishop, the 
ceremony was celebrated without pomp. He was 
buried by two priests without any chanting, in 
the cemetery behind the chapelle St. Joseph, Rue 
Montmartre. Tis remains are now in Pere la 
Chaise, where they repose under a monument. 

Voltaire styled him “ the best comic writer of 
any nation,” and no one has since risen to bear 
away the palm from him. Mboliere used to read 
his comedies to an elderly female servant, named 
Laforet, and when be perceived that the passages 
he intended to be funny had no effect on her he 
altered them. 

As an actor he excelled only in comedy, his 
voice was feeble and indistinct, but his strong 
expressive features, animated by archness and 
intelligence, rendered him the perfect representa- 
tive of the characters he took in his own pieces. 

A marble monument has been erected to his 
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memory in Paris, on the site of the house in 
which he died, in the Rue de Richelieu. 
“ Rieu ne manque a sa gloire; 
Tl manquait 4 la nétre.” 


AssAULTING a Dancrne-Master.—At 
Clerkenwell on Monday morning George 
Wimpory, an umbrella cutter, of 544, Great 
Chart-street, Hoxton, was charged with as- 
saulting Thomas Tripp, of 27, Middlesex- 
street, Clarendon-square, dancing-master at 
the Grecian Tavern, City-road. On Saturday 
night the defendant was in the ball-room of 
the above theatre, and was behaving in an 
indecent manner. He was told to desist, and 
as he would not he was turned out of the room. 
The defendant then said he would wait for Mr 
Tripp, and shortly before twelve, as Mr Tripp 
was going home, the defendant stepped in front 
of him and hit him a heavy blow on the jaw. 
The defendant’s companions also assaulted bim, 
and ran him against the wall. The complain- 
ant’s cries for assistance brought aid, and then 
the defendant and his companions made off. 
The complainant struck the defendant with his 
umbrella to prevent him bitting him in the 
face. The defendant said be was aggrieved at 
being turned out of the ball-room, and wanted 
to have an explanation from the complainant, 
and when he spoke to him he bit him with his 
umbrella. The assault he committed was 
done in self-defence. Mr Cooke said he con- 
sidered this a very bad case,7as the assault 
was not committed in hot blood. He then 
sentenced the defendant to two months’ hard 
labour in the House of Correction, and refused 
to inflict a fine. 

Fracas In A THreatre.—At Southwark, 
John Jordav, a powerful-looking man, was 
brought before Mr Partridge charged with 
creating a disturbance in the pit of the Victoria 
Theatre, assaulting James Atkins, the check- 
taker, and doing damage to his coat to the 
amount of 10s. The complainant said that 
about 10 o’clock on the previous night be was 
taking checks at the pit of the Victoria Thea- 
tre, when the prisoner and four or five fellows 
rushed in and nearly knocked him down. The 
others got past him, but he seized hold of the 
prisoner and demanded the entrance-money, 
and on his refusal to pay he requested him to 
leave the house. He then became very violent 
and misconducted himself in such an out- 
rageous manner that witness was compelled to 
call the assistance of a constable to eject him, 
and in doing so witness’s coat was torn. The 
prisoner was perfectly sober. In answer to the 
charge the prisoner suid he had been in the 
theatre with some friends, and then went out 
for refreshments. He never received a check, 
and contended that he bad a right to return, 
He called a woman to corroborate him, but 
her testimony supported the check-taker, as 


she did not see the prisoner in the theatre until 
the row commenced. Mr Partridge fined the 
prisoner 20s 6d for assault and damage; in de- 
fault sentenced him to fourteen days’ imprison- 
ment. 





Scene at A Music-HaAul.—A scene of an 
extraordinary character was enacted at the Wel- 
lington Music-hall and Amphitheatre, Chelten- 
ham, on Friday night. A crowded attendance was 
the result of announcements of Professor and 
Madam Thomas’ “ benefit,” when the handbills 
stated that extra performances would be given, 
under the especial patronage of certain of the 
leading éive of the locality. For a further attrac- 
tion, it was summarily declared that ‘ta sheep 
would be given away, and divided amongst the 
audience,” and that the said ‘* Professor * was the 
person appointed to the office of “distributor.” 
When the hall had become well filled the various 
actors proceeded with their portions of the enter- 
tainment, until checked by one of the ‘ profes- 
sors,” who appeared much excited. and obstinately 
persisted in refusing to go through his part of the 
evening’s programme ; the manager remoustrated 
with him, and he thereupon became furious and 
turned upon his aggressor ina fighting attitude. 
A fierce contest was the result. Amidst the ut- 
most confusion the police were called to the res- 
cue, and a regular scene ensued: The whole of 
the audience left their seats in the wildest excite- 
ment, and demanded a return of the entrance fee ; 
the ‘* scenes” and usual decorations were trampled 
under foot, and ultimately the offending professor 
was forcibly ejected, and the proceedings brought 
to an abrupt termination. 


A socteTy recently established called the Welsh 
Literary and Musical Society has arranged for an 
Eisteddfod to be held at Bristol during the 
coming winter. 

Circumstances have presented themselves 
which will prevent Miss Glyn (Mrs E. Dallas) 
from accomplishing her projected American tour. 

Mr Phelps will shortly appear at Sadler’s Wells. 

Tue Prince of Wales, accompanied by the 
Marquis of Blandford, Lord Duplin, and Lord 
Corrington, visited the Strand theatre last week. 
The pieces were “ Among the Breakers,” “'The 
Toodles,” and the burlesque of the “* The Pilgrim 
of Love.” 

Hotioway’s O1nrment and Priis.—Consolation 
for the troubled.—All sufferers from colds, 
asthma, chest complaints, and shortness of breath 
should have this Ointment well rubbed upon the 
back, between the blade bone and breast, twice a 
day. After diligent friction with it for a short 
time respiration becomes easy and the circulation 
calmed. Holloway’s Pills should be taken while 
his Ointment is being used, as they will remove 
any impurities from the general system which the 
local application of the Ointment would be slow 
in reaching. In indigestion and dyspepsia 
Holloway’s remedies are invaluable. On the 
liver and kidneys they exercise the most salutary 
effect and are safe and effective aperients, in fact 
they regulate every function of the body. 

WE are now told that the new Blackfriars 
Bridge will certainly be opened on Michaelmas 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 
J. Lanz.—We cannot comply with his request. 
AmatEvr.—The best way to reach the new theatre 
at Chiswick, isto go by the Hammersmith omnibus, 
fare 6d. 
W. Powe i.—Ask for Mr Edgar at the theatre. 
J.S. B.—Let us see you act, and then we will 
answer your question. 
A Purit.—See Miss Herbert, Blenheim Hall, 6 
Chalk Farm-road, Hampstead. 
GranamM.—The advertisement is 1s 6d. 


Notice to Secretaries or Amateur Dramatic 
Civuss.—The members of the various clubs who 
wish to be registered for the year will please to 
forward the name of the club and place of meeting 
with secretary’s name, and 2s. 6d. in postage 
stamps. 





CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be prepaid.) 


Six Lines ; . Od. 
Eight . . ; . e ; ls. 6d. 
Twelve . ‘ 2 . : 2s. Od. 
Twenty . . ° . ° ° 2s. 6d. 
Across the back . 1s .extra. 


Advertisements must be sent not later than 10 
o'clock Tuesday morning, Top Floor, 33a, Strand, 


N.B. All communications to be sent to the Printer’s 
335a, Strand, opposite Somerset House. 


List of Agents for the sale of the THEATRICAL 
JOURNAL. 
Vickers, 317, Strand. 
Lacy, 89, Strand. 
Stevens, 42, Tottenham Court Road. 
Harris, Blackfriars Road. 
Allen, Warwick Lane, City. 
Pattie, Ivy Lane, City. 
Purkiss, 60, Compton Street, Soho, 
Hopcroft, 16, Little Queen Street, Holborn. 
King, Arlington Street, Islington. 
Stevens, Goswell Street. 
Potter, St. John’s Street Road. 
Hill, Gray’s Inn Road. 
Dick, King’s Cross Road. 
Cox, Drury Lane. 
Bell, St. John’s Street Road. 
Shearn, 7. St. John-street, Smithfield. 
James Roberts, 195, Shoreditch. 
Walters, Bell-yard, ‘Temple Bar. 
J. Bond, Stationer, 42, High-street, Islington. 





Che Cheatrical Journal, 


WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 15, 1869. 


: SHAKSPERE’S HEROINES. 
THE FIVE KATHARINES. 








Having disposed of the Paduan and Arragonese 
Kates, we leave the southern climes that gave 
birth to these ladies and proceed northwards, 
where we shall be introduced to a French princess 
of that name, anon the bride of our Harry of 
Monmouth. We are first acquainted with her at 
Rouen in the king’s palace, where Alice gives 
her mistress ber first lesson in the English 
language. In this scene a bit of outspoken pluin- 
ness may be noticed that matches anything ut- 
terred by the most lively waiting-maid or clown 
in the Shaksperian gallery of domestics, and this, 
too, from the lips of a princess! O fie, Kate! are 

ouemulous of the garrulous proclivities of a 
ucettea, or a Nurse, a Touchstone, e Pompey, or 





a Lavatch?’ Why, even Hamlet in his mad whim 
was pure in the worst phrases that he poured in 
Ophelia’s ear, compared to you. But luckily, no 
one understands what you are talking about 
(except, perhaps, Elizabeth and her not over-re- 
fined court). 

No matter ; what though you indulge in a harm. 
less play of words with your maid in your private 
apartment, we know you to bea right modest 
girl, and bluff Hal the fifth shows his good taste 
in wooing you, soldier as he is, in the palace of 
Troyes, in blunt manly language, such as would 
go right to the heart of an honest girl. “I know 
no ways to mince it in love, but directly to say— 
I love you; then, if you urge me further than to 
say—Do you in faith ? I wear out my suit. Give 
me your answer ; i’ faith, do; and so clap hands 
and abargain. How say you,lady?” ..., ., 
“And therefore tell me, most fair Katharine, 
will you have me? Put off your maiden blushes; 
avouch the thoughts of your heart with the looks 
of an empress ; take me by the hand and say— 
Harry of England, I am thine. Come, your an- 
swer in broken music; for thy voice is music and 
thy English broken; therefore, queen of all, Katha- 
rine, break thy mind to mein broken English, 
Wilt thou have me?” 

Hier answer is quite in accordance with the 
French etiquette on such occasions :— 

‘* Dat is, as it shall please de roy mon pere. 

K. Hen. Nay, it will please him well, Kate. 

Kath. Den it sali also content me. 

X. Hen. Upon that I kiss your hand, and I 

call you my queen.” 

She then bids him not stoop from his high state 
by kissing her hand. 

“ K. Hen. Then I will kiss your lips, Kate.” 

Kate, however, says it is not the fashion for the 
maids in France to kiss before they are married. He 
meet the objection thus :— 

‘¢ _______We are the makers of manners, 
Kate; and the liberty that follows our places 
stops the mouths of all find-faults ; as I will do 
yours for upholding the nice fashion of your coun- 
try in denying me a kiss, therefore, patiently and 
yielding. [Avssing her.] You have witchcraft in 
your lips, Kate; there is more eloquence in a 
sugar touch of them than in the tongues of the 
French council ; and they should sooner persuade 
Harry of England than a general petition of mon- 
archs.” 

Her father and her Bavarian mother, Isabella, 
appear on the scene with the Lords, when Harry, 
after some talk about Kate (with Burgundy) asks 
her father for her hand. ‘The King’s answer is 

‘Take her, fair son, and from her blood raise up 
Issue to me :”— 

‘* Now welcome, Kate:—and bear me witness 


all, 
That here I kiss her as my sovereign queen.” 

From the foregoing we may infer that Harry’s 
bride was sweet, handsome and fascinating ; her 
mental qualities are not sketched even in the faint- 
est colours, we only know her to be a maid ‘‘rosed 
over with the virgin crimson of modesty.” 

The two Harrys, Harry Monmouth and Harry 
Percy married two Kates, and this brings us to 
our FourTH Kate, Hotspur’s wife, who is a model 
wife, affectionate, true-hearted, but a very woman 
for curiosity and for divulging secrets :— 
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‘‘ | know you wise, but yet no further wise 
Than Harry Percy’s wife; constant you are, 
But yet a woman, and for secrecy, 

No lady closer; for I will believe 

Thou will not utter what thou dost not know, 
And so far will I trust thee, Kate! 

Lady. How ! so far? 

Hot. Not an inch further.” 

There are points of similarity between Lady 
Percy’s anxiety about her husband’s “ thick-ey’d 
musing and curs’d melancholy” in Warkworth 
Castle, and the Roman Portia’s solicitous care of 
her lord in Brutus’s garden, the latter saying 

“You have ungently, Brutus, stole from my 
bed.” 


whilst Hotspur’s wife demands why he is thus 
alone? 
‘“‘ For what offence have I, this fortnight, been 
A banish’d woman from my Harry’s bed? 
* * * * * 


Some heavy business hath my lord in hand 

And I must know it, else he loves me not,” 

Portia says to Brutus :— 

“ You have some sick offence within your 

mind, 

Which, by the right and virtue of my place, 

I ought to know of.” 

“Tell me your counsels, I will not disclose 

them.” 

Their respective husbands, who are both wrapt 
jn some secret enterprise, mark their confidence 
in their wives thus: Brutus kisses his wife 
affectionately, exclaiming : 

“O ye gods, render me worthy of this noble 
wife! Portia, goin awhile; and by and by thy 
bosom shall partake the secrets of my heart, &c.” 
whilst Hotspur more cautiously says : 

++ When I am a horse-back, I will swear 

I love thee infinitely. But hark you, Kate ; 

I must not have you henceforth question me 

Whither I go, nor reason whereabout,” 

- « « « « « Buthark you, Kate: 

Whither I go, thither shall you go too.” 

And so he takes her to Bangor, where he meets 
Glendwr, his uncle Worcester, and Mortimer and 
his Welsh wife (who sings a Welsh song) ; this 
scene, the most picturesque and reposeful in all 
Shakspere’s histories shows the playful side of 
the wedded life of the gallant. Percy and his 
loving bride. Harry is lolling on his wife’s 
lap. 

, (To be continued.) _ 

SWIMMING IN THE LEA. 

On Tuesday morning an exciting sweepstakes 
was swum in the river Lea, over a half-mile 
course, extending from Ponder’s End towards 
Tottenham. The competitors were Messrs 
James Hutchinson and Walter Brooke, who 
hailed from Hackney, and William Mills, of 
Newington, who conceded to the first two 
named 20 secs. start, the award of victory 
being a handsome silver cup, contributed to 
equally by each. The scratch man was the 
favourite. Hutchinson and Brooke getting 
well away together, gained over twenty yards 
in their allotted start, both swimming the 
breast stroke. When, however, Mills was 





told to go, his superior style of swimming and 








rapid overhand stroke began to tell, and at 200 
yards he had drawn within ten yards of the 
leaders, who were still swimming together. 
Hutchinson now began to tire, and dropped 
back to the scratch man, who at 300 yards 
had left him well in his wake, and was nearly 
up with Brooke at half-way, when he was 
seized with cramp. During this time Brooke, 
recovering his wind, got some fifteen or six- 
teen yards in front again, but Mills, having 
floated for a few seconds, started gamely in 
pursuit, and notwithstanding the disadvantages 
he was manifestly labouring under, he came 
up with Brooke a hundreds yards from home. 
The latter spurted away, and for the next 
sixty yards the result hung in the balance, but 
Mills staying the longest and displaying great 
gameness, ultimately got in front, and won by 
two yardsand a half. Time, 17 min. 10 secs. 
—_————— 

THE oe Theatre will re-open in October 
next, under the management of Mr Liston, late 
of the Queen’s, with a version of “* David Copper- 
field,” by Mr Andrew Halliday. Miss Fanny 
Addison will appear in this piece. 

Mr Gaston Murray is engaged to superintend 
some Shakesperian costume recitals at the Gallery 
of Illustration next month, aud also to support 
Miss Bouverie in her successful impersonations, 

Mr and Mrs Howard Paul have returned to 
town from an extended sea-side tour, having visited 
no less than twenty-three watering-places, and 
met with marked success everywhere. 

Mr A. Wigan has so far recovered from his 
indisposition as to be able to resume his engage- 
ment at the Gaiety where he will shortly appear 
in Mr Thompson’s ‘ On the Cards.”’ 

Business has somewhat improved iu Australia, 
although two houses—the Haymarket and 
Princess’s—are closed. Mr ‘Talbot has been 
playing at Sydney. Mr W. Montgomery has ap- 
peared again in a round of legitimate characters. 
His play of ‘* Fra Angelo,” did not find much 
favour. ‘After Dark” has been produced at 
Sydney. 

Mr Toole has paid Mr Byron £650 as the 
minimum price of a three-act domestic drama, 
written expressly for him by the latter gentleman 
—the author being entitled to still further sums 
in the event of a long run. The part which Mr 
Toole so prizes—of course the hero of the drama 
—is a kind of travelling mountebank of the Dr 
Marigold order. The piece, as may be inferred, 
is of a serio-comic character—the pathetic element 
largely prevailing. 

WE hear of a “ novel aid to the playhouse” now 
in use at New York. ‘ Fisk” says the “ Citizen ,” 
‘runs a line of free cabs from Broadway to his 
Opera House.” By and bye, Mr Fisk, it is said, 
“* will issue passes over the Erie Road to persons 
intending to visit either of his theatres,” 

Mus Harriet Beecher Stowe, it is said, gets five 
hundred pounds from “Macmillan” for her article 
on Byron, besides the sum she is said to have re- 
ceived from the “Atlantic Monthly,” for an 
article on the same subject, which appeared at the 
same time. 
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SADLER’S WELLS. 

The Adelphi company having fulfilled their 
engagement at this house with success, the 
season may be now fairly inaugurated. Mr 
Edgar has got together a good working com- 
pany, and has engaged some of the old and 
talented favourites, amongst which are Mr 
Phelps and his son Edmund; and we may now 
look forward by good management toa suc- 
cessful winter season. On Monday ,the pieces 
selected were the farce entitled the ‘ Two 
Polts,” a drama called “ Old Mortality; or the 
Heir of Milinwood,” concluding with the laugh- 
ing farce of “Sarah’s Young Man.” The first 
farce, the incidents of which are of the broadest 
description, kept the audience in a continued 
state of laughter from the rising of the curtain 
to its fall. Mr R. Edgar, who has wonderfully 
improved in comic humour, has now become a 
decided favourite with the audience, taking the 
lead. He was well supported by Mr Newbound, 
and the farce was a complete success. The 
drama is full of interesting situations, and the 
new scenery by Mr W. Gowrie is picturesque 
and beautiful. Mr E. Phelps was heartily 
received on coming on the stage, and the 
character of Henry Morton was sustained by 
him with care and ability. Miss M. Eburne 
has a part, that of Lady Margaret, well suited 
to her ability, and was very impressive and 
eminently successful, indeed the parts were 
well filled altogether. ‘The theatre was well 
attended, and the audience bore the appearance 
of respectability. Great preparations are making 
for the legitimate drama, which we make no 
doubt will be on a liberal scale. 





A man named John, a former employe of 
the Erie Railroad, has made a confession, in 
which he declares himself the author of the 
terrible disaster at Carr’s Rock, in April, 1868, 
whereby twenty or thirty persons lost their 
lives. He says he displaced a rail, thereby 
causing the accident. 

A Diamonp Rina DiscovERED AFTER 
THIRTEEN YEARS.—A young lady, while 
searching the beach at Ilfracombe for ‘‘ common 
objects on the seashore’ last week, descried 
peeping out of the sand what proved to be a 
valuable diamond mourning ring, with an in- 
scription in memory of the late Lord Rolle. 
Inquiries were instituted, and it was ascer- 
tained that the ring formerly belonged to Mr 
Drake, now deceased, who was connected with 
the Rolle family, and was lost by Mrs Drake 
about thirteen years ago on the beach at Ilfra- 
combe. It having been given into her charge 
by her husband when he was boating on a 
stormy day, she had placed it outside her 
glove, and in the hurry of landing it had 
slipped off, and a careful search for it, which 
was instituted at the time, was without success. 


Jutta Mathews.—This lady, now so well known 
as our English Schneider, is, we understand, en- 
gaged by Mr A. Harris, of Covent Garden, to ap- 
pear in his next pantomime. 





ae em, 


GARRICK’S FUN. 

One afternoon, when David expected Dr, 
Mousey to call on him, he desired the servant 
to conduct the Doctor into his bedroom. Gar. 
rick was announced for King Lear on that night 
and when Dr. Mousey saw him in bed, he 
expressed his surprise, and asked him if the 
play was to be changed. Garrick was dressed 
but had his nightcap on, and the quilt was 
drawn over him to give him the appearance of 
being too ill to rise. Mousey, astonished, asked 
him if he intended to play that night, as it was 
time to dress. The great actor, in a languid 
and whining tone, said he was too ill to perform, 
but that he had entrusted an actor named Marr, 
who was so like him in figure, face, and voice, 
and so admirable a mimic, to play Lear for bim, 
and he was confident the audience would not 
know the difference. Pretending to be worse, 
he requested Mousey to leave the room that he 
might get a little sleep, but desired him to 
attend the theatre, and let him know the result, 
As soon asthe doctor quitted the room, the 
tragedian jumped out of bed, and hastened to 
Drury Lane. Mousey attended the performance, 
as requested, but having left his patient in bed, 
he was bewildered at the astonishing likeness 
between Garrick and Marr. At length finding 
that the audience were thoroughly convinced 
of their idol’s identity, the physician began to 
suspect that he had ben duped, and hurried to 
the sick man’s house at the end of the play, but 
Garrick had been tvo quick for him, and was 
found by Mousey in the same apparent state of 
illness. Some friends of David’s who had been 
let into the secret, and were present at the 
performance, enjoyed the doctor’s perplexity, 
who, when he discovered the trick, joined in 
the laugh at his own expense, determining, 
however, to retaliate on the first opportunity. 
This anecdote is related by John Taylor, in bis 
* Records of My Life.” 


THE MISSION OF THE DRAMA. 

WE shall soon have most of the theatres 
occupied in their usual, and not very exalted 
routine, raising asmile, or, with sensational 
nonsense, arresting the faculty of wonder for 
a short time. It may be said, there can be no 
real mission where there is no issue worth the 
attention of a thinking man. I know it is im- 
possible to justify the morality of a good many 
pieces that are ephemerally popular. Nor 
can we say that, in point of art, there is any 
scope for comment. We yawn over half the 
‘‘popular” trash which seems profitable for a 
season. But are we to be seriously to be told 
that in such an age as this, when thought is 
alive, when science is busy, when the old 
dreams and superstitions of the world are re- 
ceding, the Drama alone is to remain a worth- 
less incubus, as it is ? 

I think I see symptoms of a turn of the tide. 
Tragedy indeed, unless it be astonishingly 
acted, is not attractive. Comedy, unless ad- 
mirably interpreted, is not profitable to the 
managers, But there isa species of Drama 





_——— 
arising, 
substrate 
like @ mi 
Drama V¥ 
great pla 
England 
possible | 
order the 
years be 
characte! 
possessic 
Sour 
Moralist 
against s 
It is o 
will disp 
in exis' 
society. 
ment an 
the majc 
that the 
higher t! 
It is i 
intellect 
should n 
There m 
pathos a 
are to b 
time, the 
gress—t 
—in the 
the age. 
The n 
is not ov 
to the cx 
and it ni 
and min 
good al 
drama i 
heart, tc 
topics o} 
not disd 
when th 
and eph 
interval 
induced 
and min 
system 
above ¢ 


In the 
shown | 
before t 
turesqué 
and ther 
in the 
the caut 
was his 
of the e: 
he prete 
ln. He 
treasure 
timber. 








1 Dr, 
Tvant 
Gar- 
ight, 
1, he 
f the 
sed, 
| Was 
ice of 
asked 
t was 
nguid 
form, 
Marr, 
voice, 
> him, 
d not 
vorse, 
lat he 
im to 
esult, 
n, the 
ed to 
nance, 
n bed, 
ceness 
inding 
vinced 
Zan to 
‘ied to 
y, but 
id was 
rate of 
| been 
it the 
lexity, 
ed in 
ining, 
unity. 
in bis 


eatres 
xalted 
ational 
er for 
» be no 
rth the 
_is im- 
| many 

Nor 
is any 
alf the 
e fora 
be told 
ught is 
he old 
are re- 
worth- 


he tide. 
shingly 
less ad- 
> to the 
Drama 


THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL 


295 





arising, with pathos and humour for a 
substratum, which promises to be something 
like a mirror of the age. To hope that this 
Drama will ever rise to the sublimity of those 
great plays that are the pride and glory of 
England may be visionary; but it is very 
possible that dramatic compositions of a higher 
order than those to which we have of late 
years been accustomed—compositions in which 
character may be _ illustrated—will take 
possession of the stage. 

Sour theologians and crabbed and dull 
Moralists will then hardly be able to inveigh 
against stage-literature. 

It is of no use to imagine that human nature 
will dispense with the elements that have been 
in existence even from the foundation of 
society. It isin truth undesirable that amuse- 
ment and relaxation should not be sought by 
the majority of mankind, but it is important 
that the quality of amusements should be 
higher than they are. 

It is important that humanising influences, 
intellectual, moral, and imaginative influences, 
should not be lost sight of by our dramatists. 
There may be fun and humour, there may be 
pathos and tenderness in those plays which 
are to be written in future, and, at the same 
time, there may be genuine elements of pro- 
gress—there may be life and pregnant wisdom 
—in these embodiments of the great spirit of 
the age. 

The mission of the drama, thank our stars, 
ig not over yet, whatever the world may think 
tothe contrary. Dramatic genius is not dead; 
and it never can die, while there are hearts 
and minds that can sympathise with all that is 
good and ennobling. The mission of the 
drama is to refine the taste and purify the 
heart, to excite a lively interest in the highest 
topics of thought. Poets and thinkers will 
not disdain to turn their attention to the drama 
when the public, satiated at last with the frothy 
and ephemeral things that have filled up an 
interval in the history of national taste, can be 
induced to relish substantial food for the soul 
and mind—food that will really nourish the 
system and provide thought of a tendency 
above the ideal of all sects and parties. 

Bera. 


——_——_@——————— 
RICHARD III's. BED. 

In the town of Leicester the house is still 
shown where Richard III. passed the night 
before the battle of Bosworth Field, a pic- 
turesque half-timber inn called the Blue Boar ; 
snd there is a true story of him still preserved 
0 the Corporation records, which illustrates 
the caution and darkness of his character. It 
was his custom to carry (among the baggage 
of the camp) a cumbersome wooden bed, which 
he pretended was the only bed he could sleep 
1, Here be contrived a secret receptacle for his 
treasure, which lay concealed under a weight of 





timber. After the fatal day on which Richard 


fell, the Earl of Richmond entered Leicester 
with his victorious troops; the friends of 
Richard were pillaged, but the bed was ne- 
glected as useless lumber. The owner of the 
house afterwards discoveringthe hoard (probably 
after the manner adopted by Douglas Jerrold in 
his “ Rent Day,” when the old chair is torn 
asunder) became suddenly rich without any 
visible cause. He bought lands, and eventually 
became Mayor of Leicester. Many years after, 
his widow, who was rich, was murdered for her 
wealth by her servantmaid, who had been privy 
to the affair, and at the trial of this woman the 
whole transaction came to light. 

REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 

EAUFOY Amateur Dramatic Club meets, during 

the Season, twice a week at the Fierce, Queen 
Street, Cheapside, E. C, All communications to be 
addressed to the General Manager and ‘Treasurer 
OSCAR LOUIS MOORE, 16, Wine Office Court, 
Fleet Street, E.C. 

UCKINGHAM Comedy Company meet every Tues- 

day and Thursday evenings at the Club-room, 27, 
Museum-street, Oxford-street. President and ‘l'reasurer, 
Mr A. W. Donaldson : Acting and Stage Manager, Mr 
W.S. B. Gitsham; Hon. Sec. Mr C, J. Braithwaite, to 
whom all applications are to be made. 

CCENTRIC Dramatic Club.—Meetings every Tues- 

day and Friday at 7, at the Thatched House, Red 
Lion-street, Holborn, WC. KR, S. Mordaunt Vaughan, 
Hon. Sec. 
MPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday 
evening, at 8.30., at the Plough Tavern, Museum 
Street, Bloomsbury. Stage Manager, MrT. E. Norman; 
Acting Manager, Mr Geo. Beaumont. 

}SSEX Dramatic Club, (estab, 1860,) director Mr F, 
i, C. Withers. Tuesday evening at the York Hotel, 
High-st., Islington. Secretary, Mr F. T. Cooke, 
Address to B. W. 11, Charles Place, Hertford-road 
Kingsland. Treasurer, Mr A, Santon. Manager, Mr 
E. Hicks. 

ITZROY Dramatic Club meets every Monda; 
F ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-streect, Fitzroy- 
square. All applications respecting the admission of 
new members to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
Thomas Gray. 

EMBLE Dramatic Company.—All applications res- 
K ecting Performances to be addressed to Mr Win, A, 
Stanley, Manager,260, Essex-road, (8, Annett’s-crescent,) 
Islington, N. Wednesday evening. 

RION Dramatic Club._—W. Seear, Treasurer, 372, 

Kingsland-road; I’. Carr, Acting Manager ; Bolton 
Medlicott, Stage Manager. Applications, with references, 
to be made to F. Small, jun., Secretary, 6, Albert-road, 
Dalston, 

HAKSPEARIAN Dramatic Club meets on Friday 

evening, at the White Hart, Windmill-street, ‘Totten- 
ham Court-road, at 8°30 0’clock. Stage Manager, Mr T. 
E. Norman; Sec. Mr Sam Thomas. 

MYRAFALGAR AMATEUR Dramatic and Musical 

Society—meets every Wednesday and Friday even- 
ing. Acting-manager, Mr H. Percy; Stage-manager, 
Mr C, Chapman. Apply to the Secretary, Mr C. H. 
Lloyd, 21, Great Queen-street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, WC 








even- 








MVE FINSBURY DRAMATIC CLUB will givea 

public performance in a few weeks at ALBION 
HALL, DALSTON. A few more Members wanted, 
Leading Lady required. Apply to the General Manager, 
H, T. BLYTH, at the Club Room, 3, Liverpool- 
street, City, (opposite Broad Street Station), or at 18 
Regina-road, N. Proprietors of suitable halls round 
London, are invited to apply as above. 

On our own Stage, 20 feet equare. 

~(\ AMATEURS wanted to join the WinchesterJHall 
, Club, Winchester-street, Pentonville-road, a 
minutes’ walk from Metropolitan Railway, King’s 
Cross). Meeting night, WEDNESDAY, at 8. 
Stage-managers and Secretaries of various clubs by 
joining this club will be enabled to have the use of the 
stage for 5 nights a week, either for plays or mecting ; 
the stage being nearly 20 feet square. 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
218, HIGH HOLBORN, 


AVING been extirely RE-DECORATED,'in an elegant and costly st\le, worthy in every way of their 
| extensive and long-established popularity, are now OPENED for CONCERT and DANCING every evening 


in the weck. 
THE GRAND BAND, 
Under the direction of Mr W. M. Pacger, will Perform, nightly, a Novel and Brilliant Programme of 
Classical, Operatic, and Dance Music, selected from works of the most renowned English and 
Continental Composers. 
N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 
Admission throughout the entire building—Reading, Refreshment, Smoking Saloons, &c. One Shilling. 
Doors open at Half-past Kight; Close at Twelve o'clock. 





SADLER’S WELLS THEATRE, 


Sole Lessee, Mr ROBERT EDGAR. 

n Monday September 13th, and during the week, the performances will commence with a laughable farce in 

O which Messrs Edgar aud Newbound will appear. 
After which (for the first time), a great sensation drama, taken from Sir Walter Scott’s novel, of OLD MOR. 
TALITY; or, The Heir of Milnwood, with new and novel effects, magnificent scenery by Mr William Gowrie, and 
roduced under the immediate direction of Mr Robert Edgar. Henry Morton, Mr Edmund Phelps ; John Balfour, 
Ir J. G. Rosiere; Lord Avondale, Mr E. Newbound; Bothwell, Mr T, W. Ford ; Halliday, Mr Goodwin ; Cuddie, 
Mr G. Weston ; Claverhouse, Mr Owen ; Manse Headrigg, Mr Richard Edgar; Edith Belleden, Miss Margaret 


Eburne ; Lady Margaret, Mrs E. F. Edgar; Lady Emily, Miss F. Gerald ; Jennie. Miss Julia Summers. 
To conclude with the screaming farce of SARAH’S YOUNG MAN. Richard Edgar and Miss Julia Summers,— 
The eminent tragedan, Mr Phelps, will appear on Monday, September 27th for six nights only. 





TO AMATEURS, 
LENHEIM HALL, 61, Chalk Farm Road, holds 
450 to 500, newly-decorated and fitted with Act 
Drop and Scenery. ‘To be LET for Amateur Perfor- 
mances. Terms on application to Miss HERBERT, as 
above. 


The Stage. 
TR ARTHUR YOUNG (the well-known Shaks- 
perian) gives Dramatic instruction in any of the 
characters in OTHELLO, HAMLET, MACBETH 
RICHARD III., or THE MERCHANT OF VEN- 
CE. 238, Crane-grove, Islington. 





ADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, Baker 
4 Street. —BEAUTIFUL COURT DRESSES, 
manufactured by the first houses in Paris, are NOW 
ON VIEW. 





Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber 
of Horrers, 6d.—Open in the morning from eleven a.m, 
till ten p.m. 


OYAL HIGHBURY BARN GARDENS, and 
ALEXANDRA THEATRE, _Islington.—Sole 
Proprietor, Mr GIOVANNELLI. 

Glerious success. Crowded houses to witness Mr J. 
Douglass’s great drama of The ASSASSINS of the 
ROAD-SIDE INN. 

Re-engagement of the popular comedian, Mr J. G. 
Taylor, by the kind permission of Benjamin Webster, 
Esq., who will appear every evening, in conjunction 
with Mr E. Giovannelli, in their great impersonations 
of Robert Macaire and Jacques Strop.—All overflow 
tickets will be admitted on the following nights.—On 
Monday, and during the week, the sensational drama, in 
two acts with new scenery and appointments, entitled, 
The ASSASSINS of the ROAD-SIDE INN. Robert 
Macaire, Mr J. G. Taylor; {Jacques Strop, Mr E. 
Giovannelli; supported by Mr C. Chamberlain, Mr J. 
Mordaunt, Mr Clingan Jones, Mr E. Campbell ; Miss 
L, Collyer, Miss Stafford, &c. 

Mr E. Giovannelli’s “Storm Dance” hailed with 
rounds of applause. During the interval of the first and 
second acts the renowned Highbury band will play selec- 
tions from the grand opera of * Trovatore,’’ Conductor, 
Mr B.Isaacson. Wonderful performance of the Brothers 
Valetti on the double trapeze. 

Preceded each evening by a laughable farce. 

Doors open at a quarter to seven, performance to com- 
mence at seven. 

Dancing on the crystal platform to the renowned Iigh- 
bury Band. 

Stage-manager, Mr Mordaunt. Musical director, Mr 
B. Isaacson. Admission 1s. 





BLENHEIM HALL, 61, CuaLtk Farm-Roap. 
ISS HERBERT begs to inform her friends and 
the public that the VACATIONS have commenced, 
but hee ALEXANDRA DRAMATIC CLASSES for 
Stage Instruction, Singing, and Dancirg, will re- 
assemble at BLENHEIM HALL, as above, SEPTEM- 
BER 14th, 1869, when performances will take place 
TWICE A MONTH. 





Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Ant. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 
street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with 

Ladies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur perform: 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A 
large assortment of every necessary for the same, 
Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow 
the profession will do well to give Mr. May an order 
for an outfit; costume, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 
Mind tbe address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 
CABINET THEATRE, KING’S CROSS, 
Licensed by the Lord Chamberlain, 

AVING undergone some improvement may be had 
by first-class Amateur Clubs. Pupils instructed 

and brought out. 

Elocutionary lessons by a graduate of Jesus’ College, 
Cambridge. Vesides pieces in preparation. Engage- 
ments negotiated when competent, without the imposition 
so frequently practised on the Tyro. Apply at the office 
personally, 7, Euston-road, facing the station, after 2 
o’clock p.m. 


— 











ISS ARLINGTON.—All Business Communications 
to be addressed to Mr ENGLISH, 9, Garrick- 
street, Covent Garden. 








A Card. 
M\HE celebrated HARRY GRAHAM, Amateur 
Comic, having completed a most successful provin- 
cial tour, is open to engagements for a turn in low 
comedy. Would be glad to hear from old friends. 40, 
Hide Place, Vincent-square, 8.W. 

‘*Harry Graham’s Yankee gained for him a most 
deafening encore ; itis par excellent.”—Vide Croydon 
Chronicle. 

Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’clock, 


by Vickers, 317 Strand, for the Proprietor, Mr. W 
Bestow. 





To be had, by order, in any ofthe Provincial Towns. 


All communications for the Editor to be forwarded to the 
Printer, 3354, Strand, W.C., (opposite Yomerset House 
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